SHADE TREE ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES -- 
October 24, 2024
Present: Michael Sermabekian (DPW), Zina Barrera, Nancy Cochrane (Co-Chair), Deborah

Eliyahu, Wendy Kelly, Anna Kurz (Co-Chair)
Excused: Michael Pagan (Council Liaison), Peter Goldman (Environmental Liaison), Debbie Bejar, Roby Langert, David Strait
The meeting was called to order by Co-Chair Anna Kurz at 7:10 pm.

Minutes of September 26, 2024: A motion was made by Wendy, seconded by Nancy, to approve the minutes with the following correction:
Next meeting should read “Thursday, October 24, 2024”

DPW REPORT
 – Michael Sermabekian

Tree Planting: They started planting the fall trees yesterday and should be finished next week.

They could not use the auger so will be using the stump grinder which takes a little longer. 60 ???????????????

Amur Maple trees are being planted. Michael will provide a final list of the trees that are being planted.

Leaf pick up season has begun. There were questions about how often the leaf piles are picked up and is there still an interactive map that shows the progress of the pickups.
Tree Removal List: The list was not available at the time of the meeting.
Ash Trees: The removal of 40 Green Ash trees began last Saturday.

Environmental Commission - Peter Goldman - No report as Peter could not attend the meeting.
Council Liaison Report – Mayor Mike Pagan
No report as Mayor Pagan could not attend the meeting.
OLD BUSINESS
• CEUs/Garden Club Program: Maxine Marvosa, Assistant Director of Rutgers Gardens, spoke on October 10 th at the Garden Club monthly program. Her topic was Trees. Anna was able to get the lecture eligible for 1 CEU for those who attended. Anna, Nancy, Peter, Zina, Roby and

Wendy attended.
• 2024 Arbor Day: Zina reported that Arbor Day will be held on Wednesday, October 30, 1 pm on the Municipal Green and will honor retired Township Manager Dean Kazinci.

Mayor Pagan read the Arbor Day Procla-mation at the 10/15 Council meeting. Roby, Anna, Nancy and Deborah Elihyahu attended.

Invitations have been sent out to the Mayor and Council, Department Heads and special guests.

The two plaques have been approved.
Publicity – the Jewish Link will be there. 

Mayor Pagan is sending a news release.

Michael S.said the DPW will have the tables and chairs, podium and sound system. The tree will be picked up on Monday. DPW will also have shovels and woodchips.

The Arbor Day program was reviewed. Speakers should not exceed 5 minutes.

STAB members should be there between 12:15 and 12:30 pm.

NEW BUSINESS
Miniature Forests: Tabled until next meeting.
Annual Report: Anna would like everyone to contribute to the STAB Annual Report and the

STAB 2025 Goals. It was suggested to go through the previous minutes for items/events. Each STAB member is to come to the next meeting with at least 3 items they would like to see in the Annual Report and Goals.
Next Meeting: The November/December STAB meeting will be held on Thursday, December 12, 2024 at 7 pm in MP4 in the Rodda Center.

Zina and Deborah E. will not be able to attend.
Deborah made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Zina. The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy Cochrane, Co-Chair

Shade Tree Advisory Board
